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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 2, 1551

liy dear Generel Smith:

The Presidential Directive of April L, 1951, establishing
a new Psychological Strategy Board composed- of the Director of
Central Intelligence, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the
under Secrebary of State gives the Secretary of State avthority
to make such adjustments in organizations established under
NSC 59/1 as he deems necessary to accomplish bhe purposes of
thay directive. I understand thai representatives of the agencies
concerned with the U. S. fereign information program are in agree-
ment that the Intercepartmental. Foreign Infermation Staff, estab-
lished under the terms of NSC 59/1, has not proved to be a com—
pletely satisfactory instrument. As a firsl step toward development
of a more satisfactory arrangement, this Staff will be dissolved
as of May 7, 1951.

After liay 7, the functions prescribed im NSC 59/1 will be
carried on by the body presently knovn: as the Interdepartmentsal
forelgn Information Organization (IFI0), wxeent insclfar as some
of those functions are assumed by the new Board established by
the Presidential Directive of April L. Also after May 7, the naxme
of TFI0 will be changed tc Psychological Operations Coordinating
Board (PCB).

In order tc provide a strong Lxecutive Secretariat for PCB,
in place of the IFIS arrangement, the Central Intelligence Agency
is requested to meke available to the Secretary of State u (Ta
repregentative for duty as required in conanection with psychological
warfare,

This officer will not be expected to represent the formsl
views of the Central Iutslligence sgency. Nevertheless, it is
desired that he be prepared to provide such responsive advice
frem CIA as may best provide truly irterdspartmental thinking at
a working level. Such forwmal clearvances of papers as may be
necessary will be cohiteined through the appropriate channels.

Although

Lte General

1 + Beaell Smith,
Directer of 2

Ll
Central Tntelligence.
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Although IFIS has suffered from many imperfections, it should
be noted that it has accomplished a great deal of valuable and
painstaking work, and has mede very appreciabls contribubions to
the national psycholegical effort. I should like to extend thanks,
on behalf of the Department of State, to the Central Intelligence
Agency for having ceontributed to this staff.

Sincerely yours,
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